
                                                           Gryllotalpa (Mole cricket) 

Classification: 

Kingdom :  Animalia 

Phylum     :  Arthropoda 

Class         :  Insecta 

Order        :  Orthoptera 

Family      :  Gryllotalpidae 

Genus       :  Gryllotalpa 

Species     :  Gryllotalpa 

Characteristics : 

 Gryllotalpa" refers to a genus of insects known as mole crickets. Specifically, 

Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa is the scientific name for the European mole cricket, a 

burrowing insect that can be found in Europe and has been introduced to the 

eastern United States. 

Physical Characteristics: 

 Stout Body: Mole crickets have a robust, cylindrical body shape.  

 Coloration: Their coloration varies from brown to grey, sometimes with a silky 

shimmer.  

 Forelegs: The most distinctive feature is their large, powerful forelegs, which 

are modified for digging burrows in the soil.  

 Wings: They have two pairs of wings, with the hindwings being larger and used 

for flight, though they are often folded away.  

 Size: Adults can range from 3.5 to 7 cm in length, depending on the species.  

Behavioural Characteristics: 

 Nocturnal: Mole crickets are primarily active at night.  

 Subterranean Lifestyle: They spend the majority of their lives underground, 

constructing intricate tunnel systems for shelter, foraging, and egg-laying.  

 
For further details, Link 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/71219-Gryllotalpa-gryllotalpa


 Omnivorous Diet: They feed on a variety of underground plant parts (roots, 

tubers), insects, and other small invertebrates.  

 Stridulation: Male mole crickets produce distinctive songs by rubbing their 

wings together (stridulation) to attract females.  

 Complex Social Behaviour: They exhibit complex social interactions, 

including elaborate courtship rituals and parental care of their young. 

Habit: 

 Digging Engineers: Their powerful, shovel-like forelegs are perfectly adapted 

for digging complex networks of tunnels for feeding, escape, and reproduction.  

 Burrowing: Mole crickets are fossorial, meaning they spend most of their lives 

underground. They dig extensive tunnel systems with specialized forelegs, using 

these tunnels for foraging, shelter, and mating. 

 Singing: Male mole crickets produce unique sounds (songs) from their burrows 

to attract females for mating. The songs can be quite loud and are used to 

communicate with other males as well.  

Habitat: 

 Moist, loose soil: Mole crickets prefer habitats with damp, loose soil that is easy 

to dig through.  

 Water bodies: They are often found near the banks of streams, rivers, ponds, 

and irrigation ditches.  

 Agricultural areas: Mole crickets are also commonly found in meadows, fields, 

and gardens, especially those with rich, moist soil.                                         

 


